




The Ileach: Remixed

The Ileach is the community newspaper for the Scottish Hebridean islands of Islay and 
Jura.It has been delivering news to the people of Islay every fortnight since 1973 .

In June 2018 staff from The Glasgow School of Art’ s Widening Participation team ran a 
two-day workshop at Islay High School; opening up the Ileach archives and giving pupils the 
chance to ‘remix’ this treasure trove of local history. Under guidance of GSA staff, including 
artist Sarah Amy Fishlock, the pupils used photocopiers to capture elements from issues 
of the Ileach and meld them with their own visual and written sources. 

In the weeks before the project began, pupils were encouraged to collect stories of life on 
Islay from friends, parents, carers, teachers and their own experiences. Emphasis was on  
funny tales, strange anecdotes, ghost stories, and weird events. Each student was asked 
to think of themselves as a modern day JF Campbell of Islay:

John Francis Campbell 1821 –1885, also known as Young John of Islay, was a renowned 
Scottish author and scholar. He travelled extensively throughout the Scottish Highlands 
and Islands collecting West Highland tales, ballads, songs and anecdotes. These were 
collected in his famous four-volume collection of fairy tales called Popular Tales of the 
West Highlands.

The participants incorporated their stories into their ‘remixes’ using a variety of analogue 
equipment and materials such as typewriters, dry transfer lettering, stencils and label 
makers. With an emphasis on chance, improvisation and an embracing of ‘mistakes’, 
the pupils made over one hundred A4 collages, showcasing the breadth of humour, 
imagination and creative flair within the group. This book collects those collages, created 
by the following pupils from Islay High School:

Leanne Abbott
Kaitlyn Clarke
Emily Gray
Joe hamilton
Kyle Jamieson
Ellie Mackie
Eilidh MacLellan
Kathryn Macpherson
Amy McMillan
Gavin Moffat
Eva Munro
Farrah Stewart
Kimberley Stewart
Lewis Stewart





























































































The Glasgow School of Art Widening Participation  
team works with pupils who live in a priority 
postcode, are care experienced or attend one of 
our ‘target schools’, which have a progression 
to higher education that is below the national 
average. We help the pupils we work with to 
understand what studying a visual creative degree 
is like and enable them to build a diverse and 
interesting portfolio of work for application to 
college or university courses.

The work we do is supported by the Scottish Funding 
Council who help us to deliver our programme of 
activity through the Access to Creative Education 
in Scotland (ACES) and FOCUS West projects.

GSA Widening Participation would like to thank Art 
teacher Michelle Roberts and all the staff at Islay 
High School for helping make this project happen, 
and the following pupils for all their hard work and 
creativity:

Leanne Abbott
Kaitlyn Clarke
Emily Gray
Joe Hamilton
Kyle Jamieson
Ellie Mackie
Eilidh MacLellan
Kathryn Macpherson
Amy McMillan
Gavin Moffat
Eva Munro
Farrah Stewart
Kimberley Stewart
Lewis Stewart

The Ileach:Remixed project was delivered by GSA’s 
Widening Participation team: Tahmina Ali,
Suzanne Kay, Leeanne McKenna & Rickie McNeill

The team were supported in this project by  artist 
Sarah Amy Fishlock 
www.sarahamyfishlock.com

Thanks to The Ileach Newspaper, The Islay 
Museum, Argyll and Bute District Libraries and 
Mitchell Library Special Collections for help and 
support with this project.

Visit us at www.gsa.ac.uk/wp
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